
 

From the Principal 
Thank you to everyone who 
attended Parent-Teacher 
Conferences. It is a time to learn 
more about ways that we can 
work together to make sure your 
child(ren) get the most from their 
experience at Ordway. It is also a 
time to reflect on the progress 
made during the year as well as 
assess and plan new goals for 
learning. 
WASL- The dates for testing for 
Third Grade will be April 14-18. 
The WASL will be administered 
to the Fourth Grade students 
April 21 to April 30. We 
appreciate your help by 
scheduling any doctor/dental 
appointments and trips for your 
child either before or after these 
dates. Make-ups will be given 
May 1st and 2nd. 
 
Message From PTO 
The Carnival Committee is 
busily planning for the Carnival 
to be held on May 2nd. Make 
sure you mark your 
calendars.We had a wonderful 
turnout at our last PTO meeting. 
The next meeting of the PTO is 

on March 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 21st at 8:15 am in the library. 
We hope you can join us. 
Janet Millerd and the PTO Board 
 
Science Fair  
Thursday, March 20 
Science Fair is coming!  All of 
the projects will be on view 
Thursday evening in the gym 
(March 20) from 6 to 8 p.m. We 
have lots of information 
regarding different questions, 
methods about doing your 
projects, and suggestions about 
how to display your information, 
all on the PTO website.  Also, 
there are books in the library 
devoted to Science Fair topics. 
Remember to start with a 
question in an area that you are 
interested in!  Be Inventive, Be 

Creative and Have Fun!  
 

Kindergarten Registration 
Reminder: Applications for Full 
day Kindergarten are due on or 
before April 9th.  All applications 
received prior to school offices 
closing on April 9th will be 
included in a random drawing (if 
needed) to determine initial 
assignment of full-day program 
placements. Applications 
received after April 9th, will be 
accomodated on a space 
available basis.  

 
Office Depot Rebate 

Did you know that Office Depot 
will donate 5% of your purchase 
to Ordway. Please use the 
following School ID Number 
when making purchases at Office 
Depot so that we can benefit 
from this program: 70105891 
 
WaMoola for Schools 
We also benefit from parents 
enrolling their Washington 

   Office Phone: 842-7637 

    Attendance Line: 780-1075 

    School Address; 
  8555Madison Ave. NE 
  Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 
 

    Website: 
  www.bainbridge.wednet.edu/ordway    
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Important Ordway Dates to Note 
March 11- Magic of Recycling Assembly 
March 20- Science Fair 
March 21- PTO General Meeting 8:15 
March 27- Young Writer's Conference  

  Visiting Author Jack Prelutsky 
      March 31 to April 4- Spring Vacation 
      April 9-    Early Dismissal 
\ 
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FROM THE COUNSELOR 
Message from the Counselor 
 
As educators and parents we help 
children/students on a daily basis 
learn to solve their own social 
problems by generating options.  
Elizabeth Crary who is the 
author of the excellent  Kids Can 
Choose Series brings up the 
point that children donÕt only 
learn to think by simply doing 
what you tell them to do but 
learn to think Òby practicing 
thinking.Ó  This means trying out 
different strategies and seeing 
what works.  Research indicates 
that there is a six part problem 
solving process that often we as 
adults do without realizing it.  
Helping our children with the six 
part process can help them to 
internalize their own problem 
solving skills.  These steps are:   
 
Calm downÑ Help them to 
process their feelings so that they 
are able to think about the 
problem without being 
emotionally unsettled 
Identify the problem-They may 
have difficulty recognizing what 
the problem is or if what they are 
speaking about is a problem 
Decide on a positive goal-What 
would they like to see the 
outcome of the interaction to be. 
Depending on the age they may 
need a lot of guidance to see and 
understand what a positive 
outcome looks like 

Think of several solutions-This is 
also called the brainstorming 

phase.  Again research shows 
that children who are successful 
at solving social problems are 
such because of their ability to 
generate an adequate amount of 
alternatives, not because they are 
good at choosing a workable idea 
from the get go. 
Evaluate the solutions-Help your 
child understand what the 
outcome of their brainstorming 
ideas might be.  Again, 
depending on the age they might 
not understand the consequences 
of the ideas that they put forth, 
they need you to help guide 
them. 
Make a plan and try it-Have 
them try some of their 
brainstorming ideas.  Remind 
them that they may need to try 
more than one plan or idea to 
make it work.   
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